
Prepared by : Sumeet sahu Mob:8103405051 1 / 9

USP

Time Allowed: 1 hour and 27 minutes Maximum Marks: 155

UNIQUE STUDY POINT BY SUMEET SAHU


FOR MORE MATERIAL VISIT WWW.UNIQUESTUDYONLINE.COM

STATE AND SOCIETY UP TO 1000 CE
Class 09 - Social Science (Understanding Society)




a) Mauryan Empire b) Pallava Dynasty

c) Kushana Empire d) Gupta Empire

1. Which empire is known for its architectural simplicity, elegance, and use of durable materials like

stone?

[1]

a) Chariot making b) Pottery making

c) Agriculture d) Pastoralism

2. What was the primary occupation of the Aryans in the beginning of the Vedic period? [1]

a) 2500 BCE - 1500 BCE b) 600 BCE - 300 CE

c) 1000 BCE - 100 CE d) 1500 BCE - 600 BCE

3. Which time period is primarily associated with the flourishing of the Vedic Civilization in India? [1]

a) Chandragupta Maurya b) Kautilya (Chanakya)

c) Bimbisara d) Ashoka

4. Who was the author of Arthashastra, a book that provides detailed information about Mauryan

administration?

[1]

a) Tamil b) Prakrit

c) Sanskrit d) Greek

5. Which language was primarily used for Ashokan Edicts to communicate moral messages and

ethical guidelines?

[1]

a) Red sandstone b) Polished sandstone

c) Marble d) Granite

6. Which material was primarily used for the Ashokan pillars, known for their precise craftsmanship

and smooth polish?

[1]

a) Bindusara b) Samudragupta

c) Ashoka d) Chandragupta Maurya

7. Which Mauryan emperor extended the empire to almost the entire Indian subcontinent? [1]

a) Karla Caves b) Barabar Caves in Bihar

c) Ajanta Caves d) Ellora Caves

8. Which caves, carved out of granite and polished to a mirror-like finish, represent a significant

aspect of Mauryan rockcut architecture?

[1]

9. Which of the following officials administered a Vishaya (district) in the Gupta Empire? [1]



Prepared by : Sumeet sahu Mob:8103405051 2 / 9

USP

a) Vishayapati b) Uparika

c) Kumaramatya d) Mahadandanayaka

a) More decentralized system with local

self-government

b) Highly centralized governance

c) Emphasis on severe punishments and

strict spy systems

d) Abolition of land revenue as a primary

income source

10. Which of the following was a key feature of the Gupta administration, distinguishing it from the

Mauryan system?

[1]

a) Ayyavole and Manigramam b) Uttarapatha and Dakshinapatha

c) Vaishyas and Kshatriyas d) Setthis and Shrenis

11. In the Post-Gupta period, especially in South India, what were the names of influential merchant

guilds?

[1]

a) Magadha b) Brahmavarta

c) Kosala d) Aryavarta

12. What was the name given to the region around the seven rivers (Indus and its tributaries) where

the Indo-Aryans first settled?

[1]

a) Taxila b) Suvarnagiri

c) Ujjain d) Rajgir

13. What was the capital of early Magadha before it was shifted to Pataliputra? [1]

a) Land revenue b) Iron mine revenues

c) Forest products d) Taxes from trade and crafts

14. What was the primary source of income for the state in Magadha? [1]

a) Uttarapatha and Dakshinapatha b) Spice Route

c) Grand Trunk Road d) Silk Road

15. Which of the following land routes was important for trade in ancient and early medieval India,

connecting different regions?

[1]

a) Tripitaka b) Arthashastra by Kautilya

c) Jataka tales d) Harshacharita

16. Which text from the Mauryan period is a detailed treatise on statecraft, administration, and

diplomacy?

[1]

a) Pillar architecture b) Temple architecture

c) Rockcut architecture d) Stupa architecture

17. The Barabar Caves, carved out of granite with a mirror-like polish, are examples of which type of

architecture during the Mauryan period?

[1]

a) Kautilya b) Chandragupta Maurya

18. Who founded the Mauryan Empire in 321 BCE? [1]
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c) Ashoka d) Bindusara

a) Surya b) Indra

c) Agni d) Varuna

19. Which of the following gods was worshipped as the god of water and upholder of natural order

during the Vedic period?

[1]

a) Kushana Period b) Gupta Period

c) Mauryan Period d) Post-Gupta Period

20. The Lion Capital of Sarnath, later adopted as the National Emblem of India, is an example of art

from which period?

[1]

a) A-IV, B-II, C-III, D-I b) A-III, B-I, C-IV, D-II

c) A-II, B-III, C-I, D-IV d) A-I, B-IV, C-II, D-III

21. Match the items in List I with those List II.

List I List II

(A) Setthis (I) Post-Gupta merchant guild

(B) Shrenis (II) Wealthy Mauryan bankers and traders

(C) Ayyavole (III) Mauryan associations regulating trade

(D) Kanishka (IV) Kushana dynasty ruler

[1]

a) A-IV, B-II, C-I, D-III b) A-III, B-I, C-II, D-IV

c) A-I, B-III, C-IV, D-II d) A-II, B-I, C-III, D-IV

22. Match the items in List I with those in List II.

List I List II

(A) Mauryan Capital Expansion (I) Allahabad pillar inscription

(B) Gupta Period Reference (II) Chandragupta Maurya

(C) Mauryan Empire Founder (III) Pataliputra

(D) Magadhan Original Capital (IV) Rajgir

[1]

a) A-IV, B-III, C-II, D-I b) A-II, B-I, C-IV, D-III

c) A-I, B-II, C-III, D-IV d) A-III, B-IV, C-I, D-II

23. Match the items in List I with those in List II.

List I List II

(A) Lion Capital of Sarnath (I) Kushan architecture

(B) Devni-Mori stupa (II) Mauryan sculpture

(C) Deogarh temple (III) Post-Gupta architecture

(D) Shore Temple at Mahabalipuram (IV) Gupta architecture

[1]

24. Match the items in List I with those in List II. [1]
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a) A-II, B-III, C-I, D-IV b) A-III, B-II, C-IV, D-I

c) A-II, B-III, C-IV, D-I d) A-I, B-IV, C-II, D-III

List I List II

(A) Mauryan Culture (I) Growth of temple worship and Puranas

(B) Kushana Culture (II) Dhamma and non-violence

(C) Gupta Culture (III) Blend of Indian, Persian, and Greek influences

(D) Post-Gupta Culture (IV) Prominence of Hinduism and centers like Nalanda

a) A-III, B-I, C-IV, D-II b) A-IV, B-II, C-I, D-III

c) A-I, B-III, C-II, D-IV d) A-II, B-IV, C-III, D-I

25. Match the items in List I with those in List II.

List I List II

(A) Sabha (I) Assembly of all people

(B) Samiti (II) President of Sabha

(C) Sabhasads (III) Senior citizens' body

(D) Sabhapati (IV) Members of Sabha

[1]

a) Both Statement I and Statement II are

true

b) Both Statement I and Statement II are

false

c) Statement I is false but Statement II is

true

d) Statement I is true but Statement II is

false

26. Statement I: The 'Vidatha' was a minor Vedic institution mentioned infrequently in the texts.


Statement II: The 'Vidatha' was an important Vedic institution, notably mentioned the most

number of times among Vedic institutions, indicating its significant role.


[1]

a) Statement I is false but Statement II is

true

b) Statement I is true but Statement II is

false

c) Both Statement I and Statement II are

true

d) Both Statement I and Statement II are

false

27. Statement I: The Mauryan administration was less centralized than the Gupta administration.


Statement II: The Gupta period is often referred to as the 'Golden Age of India' due to significant

advancements in various fields.

[1]

a) Statement I is false but Statement II is

true

b) Both Statement I and Statement II are

true

c) Statement I is true but Statement II is d) Both Statement I and Statement II are

28. Statement I: The Mauryan central government maintained detailed records of income and

expenditure.


Statement II: The Gupta administration's judicial system was characterized by particularly severe

punishments to maintain order.

[1]
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false false

a) Both Statement I and Statement II are

false

b) Both Statement I and Statement II are

true

c) Statement I is true but Statement II is

false

d) Statement I is false but Statement II is

true

29. Statement I: The Aryans, during the Early Vedic Period, had a purely democratic administrative

system with no monarchical elements.


Statement II: The Sabha and Samiti were institutions that exercised control over the king,

suggesting a check on his power.

[1]

a) Both Statement I and Statement II are

false

b) Statement I is false but Statement II is

true

c) Both Statement I and Statement II are

true

d) Statement I is true but Statement II is

false

30. Statement I: The control of trade routes, such as the Silk Road, was a significant factor in the

economic prosperity of empires during ancient India.


Statement II: The Kushana Empire's strategic location and control over a large portion of the Silk

Road contributed to its flourishing long-distance trade.

[1]

a) Both A and R are true and R is the

correct explanation of A.

b) Both A and R are true but R is not the

correct explanation of A.

c) A is true but R is false. d) A is false but R is true.

31. Assertion (A): The Vedic Age saw significant evolution in social structures.


Reason (R): The Varna system transformed from flexible to rigid over time.

[1]

a) Both A and R are true and R is the

correct explanation of A.

b) Both A and R are true but R is not the

correct explanation of A.

c) A is true but R is false. d) A is false but R is true.

32. Assertion (A): Economic life in the Vedic period transitioned from pastoral to agricultural focus.


Reason (R): The Rig Veda often mentions ploughs and important seasons for farming.

[1]

a) Both A and R are true and R is the

correct explanation of A.

b) Both A and R are true but R is not the

correct explanation of A.

c) A is true but R is false. d) A is false but R is true.

33. Assertion (A): Religious practices in the Later Vedic Period became more ritualistic and complex.


Reason (R): Early Vedic gods were replaced by new deities, and elaborate yajnas gained

prominence.

[1]

a) Both A and R are true and R is the

correct explanation of A.

b) Both A and R are true but R is not the

correct explanation of A.

c) A is true but R is false. d) A is false but R is true.

34. Assertion (A): The capital of Magadha was shifted to Pataliputra.


Reason (R): Pataliputra had a strategic location near rivers and trade routes.

[1]
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a) Both A and R are true and R is the

correct explanation of A.

b) Both A and R are true but R is not the

correct explanation of A.

c) A is true but R is false. d) A is false but R is true.

35. Assertion (A): The Gupta administration was less centralized than the Mauryan administration.


Reason (R): Gupta kings followed a more decentralized system, relying on local self-government.

[1]

36. Explain how geographical factors influenced the development of trade routes and merchant

activities during the Kushana period, contrasting with the earlier Mauryan period.

[2]

37. Explain the primary reasons for Magadha's emergence as a dominant kingdom in ancient India,

focusing on its geographical and resource advantages.

[2]

38. Explain how Ashoka's administrative reforms after the Kalinga War reflected a shift in the

empire's governance philosophy.

[2]

39. Explain the significance of the Gandhara and Mathura schools of art during the Kushana period

in depicting religious figures.

[2]

40. Explain the dual function of guilds (shrenis) in ancient India, encompassing both economic

regulation and social welfare for their members.

[2]

41. Explain the role and significance of Dhamma mahamatras introduced by Ashoka in Mauryan

administration.

[2]

42. Describe the significant progress in metallurgy during the Post-Gupta period, referencing key

examples.

[2]

43. Explain the distinguishing characteristics of the Varna system during the early and later Vedic

periods, highlighting the changes and how these affected societal structure.

[2]

44. Discuss the primary economic activities and the notable technological advancement that

influenced the economy during the later Vedic period.

[2]

45. How did the role of guilds evolve from the Mauryan period through the Post-Gupta period,

considering their organizational structure and influence?

[2]

46. Discuss the impact of economic prosperity on social and religious institutions during the

Kushana and Post-Gupta periods.

[2]

47. Explain the distinguishing architectural characteristics of the Nagara and Dravida styles of temple

construction prevalent in post-Gupta India.

[2]

48. How did the judicial system function in the Gupta Empire, and what distinguished its approach to

punishment?

[2]

49. Explain how the Mauryan administrative structure contributed to effective governance across a

vast empire.

[2]

50. Describe the key advancements in mathematics and metallurgy during the Gupta period and

their lasting impact.

[2]

51. Explain the significance of literary sources, particularly the Vedas, in reconstructing the history of

the Vedic period. How did additional literary works contribute to understanding subsequent

developments?

[3]

52. How did the political structure during the Early Vedic Period differ from that of the Later Vedic

Period, particularly concerning the king's authority and the role of assemblies?

[3]

53. Explain how the architectural developments during the Mauryan period, such as Ashokan pillars

and stupas, demonstrate a blend of artistic skill and the promotion of ethical governance.

[3]
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54. What measures did ancient governments implement to ensure fairness and prevent exploitation

in their respective marketplaces?

[3]

55. Describe the main sources of revenue for the state during the Mauryan period and how these

resources were managed.

[3]

56. Discuss the impact of religious tolerance and interaction on the cultural fabric of the Post-Gupta

period, as evidenced by the coexistence and spread of different faiths.

[3]

57. What measures did Ashoka implement to shift the focus of Mauryan administration towards

public welfare after the Kalinga War?

[3]

58. Describe the key characteristics that differentiate the Gandhara and Mathura schools of art

during the Kushana period, focusing on their artistic influences and sculptural representations.

[3]

59. Discuss how sea routes, particularly with the aid of monsoon winds, facilitated long-distance

trade and connected diverse cultural spheres in ancient times.

[3]

60. How did advancements in metallurgy during the Post-Gupta period, particularly the production

of high-quality steel, influence trade and military capabilities?

[3]

61. In the political map of India

(a) Mark and label Lothal, an important center of maritime trade.


(b) Mark and label Tamralipti, a major port connected to Southeast Asian trade.

[3]

62. In the political map of India

(a) Mark and label Sarnath, where the Buddha delivered his first sermon.


(b) Mark and label Kanchipuram, an important cultural and educational center in South India.

[3]

63. In the political map of India

(a) Mark and label Nalanda Mahavihara, one of the most renowned centers of learning in ancient

India.


(b) Mark and label Takshashila, a famous educational institution of the ancient world.

[3]

64. In the political map of India

(a) Mark and label Pataliputra, the capital of the Maurya Empire.


(b) Mark and label Ujjain, an important administrative center of the Gupta Empire.

[3]

65. In the political map of India

(a) Mark and label Vikramashila, a renowned center of higher learning during the early medieval

period.


(b) Mark and label Bodh Gaya, where the Buddha is believed to have attained enlightenment.

[3]

66. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follow:

Magadha emerged as one of the most powerful kingdoms in ancient India because of its fertile

land, mineral resources, and strategic location. Strong rulers expanded the kingdom and

established efficient administrative systems. The king was the supreme authority and controlled

the army, justice, and revenue collection. Officials were appointed to govern different regions

and ensure smooth functioning of the state. Villages formed the lowest administrative units and

were supervised by local leaders. Revenue mainly came from taxes on agriculture, trade, and

natural resources. The kingdom maintained a powerful army consisting of infantry, cavalry,

chariots, and elephants. Strong fortifications protected major cities. The availability of resources

and effective administration enabled Magadha to defeat neighbouring states and establish

political dominance in northern India.

Questions:

[4]
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a. What was the main source of revenue in Magadha? (1)

b. Which city later became the capital of Magadha? (1)

c. Why was Magadha able to become a powerful kingdom? (2)

67. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follow:

The Gupta age is often remembered for its achievements in literature, science, art, and

education. Sanskrit became the leading language of scholarship, and writers produced works of

lasting literary value. Scholars made important contributions to mathematics, astronomy, and

medicine. Educational centres attracted students from various regions. Temple architecture and

sculpture reached new levels of refinement, while paintings displayed remarkable creativity and

technical skill. Religious life remained vibrant, with Hinduism, Buddhism, and Jainism continuing

to coexist. Trade and prosperity supported cultural activities, enabling scholars and artists to

pursue intellectual and creative work. The achievements of this period had a long-lasting

influence on Indian civilisation.

Questions:

a. Which language dominated literature during the Gupta period? (1)

b. Name one famous Gupta scholar. (1)

c. Why is the Gupta period called the Golden Age of India? (2)

[4]

68. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follow:

The Mauryan period witnessed remarkable developments in culture, learning, and architecture.

Ashoka promoted ethical values through inscriptions engraved on rocks and pillars. These

inscriptions encouraged non-violence, tolerance, and moral conduct. Buddhism and Jainism

received royal support, while other religious traditions also continued to flourish. Monumental

architecture developed significantly, with stupas, pillars, caves, and sculptures displaying

advanced artistic skills. Scholars studied medicine, agriculture, engineering, and governance.

Practical knowledge was applied to irrigation, road construction, and city planning. The

Arthashastra provides evidence of advanced administrative and economic understanding.

Mauryan culture reflected a combination of intellectual growth, religious diversity, and artistic

achievement that influenced later Indian civilisation.

Questions:

a. What message did Ashoka's edicts mainly promote? (1)

b. Name one famous Mauryan architectural feature. (1)

c. How did culture and knowledge develop during the Mauryan period? (2)

[4]

69. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follow:

Following the decline of the Gupta Empire, regional kingdoms emerged across India. Although

some areas experienced reduced long-distance trade initially, commerce gradually revived,

particularly in southern India. Merchant associations became powerful and played a major role in

economic life. Maritime trade expanded through ports along both coasts. Indian traders

exchanged textiles, spices, metals, and precious stones with Southeast Asia, China, and Arab

regions. Guilds organised production and protected the interests of traders and artisans. Textile

manufacturing, bronze casting, stone carving, and jewellery production became important

industries. Regional rulers encouraged trade and crafts because they generated wealth and

[4]
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strengthened their kingdoms. These developments contributed to economic growth and cultural

interaction across different regions.

Questions:

a. Name one important merchant guild of South India. (1)

b. Which type of trade expanded during the Post-Gupta period? (1)

c. How did guilds and trade contribute to economic growth? (2)

70. Read the given source carefully and answer the questions that follow:

The Early Vedic period began when the Indo-Aryans settled in the northwestern region of the

Indian subcontinent. Their settlements were mainly located near rivers, which supported

agriculture and cattle rearing. Villages formed the basic unit of society, and each village consisted

of several families headed by the eldest male member. Society was simple and occupations were

not fixed by birth. People could choose different professions according to their abilities. Women

enjoyed a respected position and participated in social and religious activities. They were

educated and could attend gatherings and discussions. The Aryans worshipped natural forces

such as the sun, wind, rain, and fire. Their religious practices were uncomplicated and mainly

involved prayers and hymns. Political life was organized around tribal groups led by a king, who

was assisted by assemblies that helped in decision-making. These institutions prevented the

ruler from becoming too powerful and ensured participation of the people in governance.

Questions:

a. What was the basic unit of Aryan settlement during the Early Vedic period? (1)

b. Name any one assembly that advised the king. (1)

c. How did the position of women reflect the social conditions of the Early Vedic period? (2)

[4]

71. Describe the social structure and the position of women during the Early Vedic Period. [5]

72. Explain the functions and significance of guilds in regulating trade and crafts during ancient

Indian periods.

[5]

73. Analyze the long-term implications of implementing a robust spy system, as seen in the Mauryan

administration, for the relationship between the governing authority and its populace,

considering both benefits and potential drawbacks.

[5]

74. Evaluate the role of state patronage in shaping the cultural and scientific advancements during

both the Mauryan and Kushana periods, identifying similarities and differences in its impact.

[5]

75. Explain the primary functions and organizational structure of merchant and craft associations

during ancient Indian periods.

[5]
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Solution
STATE AND SOCIETY UP TO 1000 CE

Class 09 - Social Science (Understanding Society)

1. (a)
Mauryan Empire


Explanation:
Mauryan architecture is characterized by its simplicity, elegance, and the use of durable materials like
stone.

2. 
(d)
Pastoralism


Explanation:
In the beginning, the Aryans were pastoral. Later, they settled down and started living in one place.

3. 
(d)
1500 BCE - 600 BCE


Explanation:
The Vedic Civilization flourished from 1500 BCE - 600 BCE.

4. 
(b)
Kautilya (Chanakya)


Explanation:
Kautilya, also known as Chanakya or Vishnugupta, was the author of the Arthashastra, an important
treatise on statecraft, administration, economics, diplomacy, and military strategy. Written during the
Mauryan period, it provides detailed information about governance, taxation, law, espionage, and
public administration. The Arthashastra served as a guide for rulers, particularly Chandragupta
Maurya, and remains a valuable source for understanding Mauryan administration.

5. 
(b)
Prakrit


Explanation:
Ashokan Edicts were inscribed in simple language like Prakrit to communicate moral messages.

6. 
(b)
Polished sandstone


Explanation:
Ashokan pillars were tall, polished sandstone pillars placed at important locations across the empire,
notable for their precise craftsmanship, smooth polish, and artistic beauty.

7. 
(c)
Ashoka


Explanation:
Ashoka ruled almost the entire Indian subcontinent during his reign, marking the greatest extent of
the Mauryan Empire.

8. 
(b)
Barabar Caves in Bihar


Explanation:
The Barabar Caves in Bihar are examples of Mauryan rockcut architecture, carved out of granite and
polished to a mirror-like finish.

9. (a)
Vishayapati


Explanation:
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A Vishayapati was the official responsible for administering a Vishaya (district) in the Gupta Empire.
The Vishayapati supervised revenue collection, maintained law and order, and implemented the king's
policies at the district level. They played an important role in local administration and were often
assisted by councils and other officials to ensure efficient governance within the district.

10. (a)
More decentralized system with local self-government


Explanation:
Gupta administration was less centralized than the Mauryan system, featuring a more decentralized
approach with significant local self-government.

11. (a)
Ayyavole and Manigramam


Explanation:
In South India during the Post-Gupta period, powerful merchant guilds such as the Ayyavole and
Manigramam became very influential, organizing trade and protecting merchants.

12. 
(b)
Brahmavarta


Explanation:
'Sapta Sindhu' referred to the region around the seven rivers - Indus and her tributaries - Jhelum,
Chenab, Ravi, Beas, Satluj and Saraswati. This area was named 'Brahmavarta' by them, meaning the
land of gods.

13. 
(d)
Rajgir


Explanation:
The capital of early Magadha was Rajgir, which was later moved to Pataliputra for strategic reasons.

14. (a)
Land revenue


Explanation:
Land revenue was the primary source of income for the state in Magadha. Since agriculture was the
main occupation of the people, the government collected a share of the agricultural produce as tax
from cultivators. The fertile plains of the Ganga valley ensured high agricultural productivity,
generating substantial revenue for the state. This income helped maintain the administration, support
public works, and sustain a strong army, contributing to Magadha's growth and power.

15. (a)
Uttarapatha and Dakshinapatha


Explanation:
Uttarapatha and Dakshinapatha were two of the most important land trade routes in ancient and
early medieval India. Uttarapatha connected the northwestern regions with the Gangetic plains, while
Dakshinapatha linked northern India with the Deccan and southern regions. These routes facilitated
the exchange of goods, culture, and ideas, promoted trade between different parts of the
subcontinent, and contributed significantly to economic growth and regional integration.

16. 
(b)
Arthashastra by Kautilya


Explanation:
Arthashastra by Kautilya is a key text of the Mauryan era, detailed treatise on statecraft,
administration, and diplomacy.

17. 
(c)
Rockcut architecture


Explanation:
The Barabar Caves are a significant example of rockcut architecture from the Mauryan period.

18. 
(b)
Chandragupta Maurya
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Explanation:
Chandragupta Maurya founded the Mauryan Empire in 321 BCE.

19. 
(d)
Varuna


Explanation:
Varuna is explicitly mentioned as the god of water, of seas, and the upholder of the natural order.

20. 
(c)
Mauryan Period


Explanation:
The Lion Capital of Sarnath is a well-known example of art from the Mauryan period, specifically an
Ashokan pillar capital.

21. 
(c)
A-II, B-III, C-I, D-IV


Explanation:

(A) Setthis  (II) Wealthy Mauryan bankers and traders: In ancient India, particularly well-
documented during the Mauryan period, Setthis (or Sresthis) were high-status, wealthy
merchants, bankers, and financiers who held immense economic influence in urban centers.
(B) Shrenis  (III) Mauryan associations regulating trade: Shrenis were powerful
professional guilds or corporate associations of artisans, craftsmen, and merchants. They
formulated their own laws to regulate production, set quality standards, fix prices, and manage
trade training.
(C) Ayyavole  (I) Post-Gupta merchant guild: The Ayyavole (famously known as the Five
Hundred Lords of Ayyavole) was a highly celebrated, powerful autonomous merchant guild
that emerged in the post-Gupta/early medieval period in South India, dominating maritime and
domestic trade.
(D) Kanishka  (IV) Kushana dynasty ruler: Emperor Kanishka I was the most famous and
influential ruler of the Kushana Dynasty, renowned for his military conquests, patronage of
Buddhism, and control over central Asian trade routes.

22. 
(b)
A-III, B-I, C-II, D-IV


Explanation:

(A) Mauryan Capital Expansion  (III) Pataliputra: Under the Mauryan Empire, the capital
city of Pataliputra (modern-day Patna) was heavily expanded into one of the largest and most
fortified cities in the ancient world, as described by Megasthenes.
(B) Gupta Period Reference  (I) Allahabad pillar inscription: The famous Prayag Prashasti
(Allahabad Pillar Inscription), composed by the court poet Harishena, is a foundational
epigraphical record detailing the military conquests and reign of the Gupta Emperor
Samudragupta.
(C) Mauryan Empire Founder  (II) Chandragupta Maurya: In c. 322 BCE, Chandragupta
Maurya, with the guidance of Chanakya (Kautilya), overthrew the Nanda Dynasty and founded
the Mauryan Empire.
(D) Magadhan Original Capital  (IV) Rajgir: Before the capital was permanently shifted to
Pataliputra by Udayin, the original, fortified capital of the early Magadha kingdom was Rajgir
(then known as Rajagriha, meaning "House of the King").

23. 
(b)
A-II, B-I, C-IV, D-III


Explanation:
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(A) Lion Capital of Sarnath  (II) Mauryan sculpture: The majestic Lion Capital, carved out
of a single block of polished sandstone, was erected by the Mauryan Emperor Ashoka at
Sarnath around 250 BCE. It is the most famous masterpiece of Mauryan sculpture and serves as
India's national emblem.
(B) Devni-Mori stupa  (I) Kushana architecture: Located in Gujarat, Devni-Mori is an
important Buddhist archaeological site. The prominent brick stupa excavated here dates back to
the 3rd–4th century CE, falling squarely within the late Western Kshatrapa / Kushana cultural
sphere of architectural influence.
(C) Deogarh temple  (IV) Gupta architecture: The Dashavatara Temple at Deogarh (Uttar
Pradesh) is a quintessential example of early classical Gupta architecture. Built in the early 6th
century CE, it is famous for being one of the earliest stone temples featuring a shikhara
(towering spire) and exquisite carved reliefs of Vishnu.
(D) Shore Temple at Mahabalipuram  (III) Post-Gupta architecture: Built by the Pallava
King Narasimhavarman II (Rajasimha) in the early 8th century CE, this structural stone
masterpiece belongs to the post-Gupta/early medieval period, showcasing the evolution of
structural Dravidian architecture.

24. 
(c)
A-II, B-III, C-IV, D-I


Explanation:

(A) Mauryan Culture  (II) Dhamma and non-violence: Under Emperor Ashoka, Mauryan
culture was profoundly shaped by the state policy of Dhamma (righteous conduct), civic moral
codes, religious tolerance, and the active promotion of non-violence (Ahimsa).
(B) Kushana Culture  (III) Blend of Indian, Persian, and Greek influences: Ruling a vast
trans-continental empire that connected Central Asia and Northern India, the Kushanas
fostered a unique cosmopolitan culture that blended Hellenistic Greek, Persian, and indigenous
Indian traditions, beautifully visible in their coinage and Gandharan art.
(C) Gupta Culture  (IV) Prominence of Hinduism and centers like Nalanda: The Gupta
period witnessed a massive revival of classical Hinduism and Sanskrit literature, alongside the
patronage of massive educational monastic universities, most notably the founding of Nalanda
University during the reign of Kumaragupta I.
(D) Post-Gupta Culture  (I) Growth of temple worship and Puranas: In the post-Gupta and
early medieval era, devotional Bhakti movements, structural temple construction, and the final
codification and immense growth of the Puranas (religious texts detailing mythology and rituals)
became the dominant cultural forces in Indian society.

25. (a)
A-III, B-I, C-IV, D-II


Explanation:

(A) Sabha  (III) Senior citizens' body: In the Early Vedic political framework, the Sabha was a
smaller, exclusive assembly composed of select tribal elders, senior citizens, and elites. It
performed judicial and advisory functions.
(B) Samiti  (I) Assembly of all people: The Samiti was a broad-based popular tribal
assembly that included all ordinary members of the tribe (Vis). Its primary duties included
discussing matters of state, warfare, and electing the king (Rajan).
(C) Sabhasads  (IV) Members of Sabha: The individual delegates, counselors, or members
who sat in the exclusive Sabha assembly were traditionally referred to as Sabhasads.
(D) Sabhapati  (II) President of Sabha: The presiding officer, leader, or president who
maintained order during the deliberations of the Sabha was designated as the Sabhapati.

26. 
(c)
Statement I is false but Statement II is true


Explanation:

Statement I is false: The Vidatha was not a minor or obscure assembly. It was a foundational,
highly active institution during the Early Vedic (Rigvedic) period that performed a vibrant mix of
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religious, military, economic, and deliberative functions.
Statement II is true: In the Rig Veda, the Vidatha is mentioned 122 times, which is
significantly more than both the Samiti (mentioned 9 times) and the Sabha (mentioned 8 times).
This high frequency of mentions in the earliest sacred texts underscores its immense
prominence and central role in the tribal life of the early Indo-Aryans. Notably, it was an
assembly where both men and women actively participated together.

27. (a)
Statement I is false but Statement II is true


Explanation:

Statement I is false: The statement has the relationship backward. The Mauryan
administration was highly centralized, featuring a vast bureaucracy, a pervasive spy network,
and direct control from the capital (Pataliputra) under an absolute monarch, as detailed in
Kautilya's Arthashastra. In contrast, the Gupta administration was significantly
decentralized and feudalistic. The Guptas allowed conquered kings to retain local autonomy
in exchange for tribute, and they granted extensive administrative and judicial powers directly
to village heads and land grantees.
Statement II is true: The Gupta period is widely termed the "Golden Age of India" because it
witnessed unparalleled advancements in science, mathematics, astronomy (via scholars like
Aryabhata and Varahamihira), classical Sanskrit literature (via Kalidasa), and highly sophisticated
metalwork and sculpture.

28. 
(c)
Statement I is true but Statement II is false


Explanation:

Statement I is true: The Mauryan central government possessed a highly sophisticated,
meticulous, and centralized bureaucratic apparatus. As described in Kautilya's Arthashastra, the
state maintained elaborate accounting networks. High-ranking officials like the Samaharta
(Chief Collector-General) and the Sannidhata (Chief Treasurer) kept rigorous records of
every source of state income (taxes, mines, forests, trade) and detailed expenditure (royal
household, public works, bureaucratic and military cash salaries).
Statement II is false: The Gupta judicial system was actually characterized by its mildness and
leniency, rather than severe punishments. We know this directly from the records of the
Chinese Buddhist pilgrim Faxian (Fa-Hien), who traveled extensively through India during the
reign of Chandragupta II. He explicitly noted that crimes were punished primarily with fines
rather than corporal punishment, the death penalty was rarely invoked, and mutilation was
reserved only for repeated, serious rebellion.

29. 
(d)
Statement I is false but Statement II is true


Explanation:

Statement I is false: The Early Vedic administrative system was not purely democratic. It was
primarily a tribal monarchy. The chief of the tribe, known as the Rajan (king), held a hereditary
or elected position of leadership. While his power was not absolute or autocratic, the existence
of a ruler means monarchical elements were definitely present.
Statement II is true: The Sabha (an assembly of tribal elders and elites) and the Samiti (a
popular assembly of the entire tribe) played a massive role in governance. They debated state
matters, gave military counsel, and held the power to elect, re-elect, or even depose a king. This
functioned as a highly effective political check, ensuring the Rajan could not act as a complete
autocrat.

30. 
(c)
Both Statement I and Statement II are true


Explanation:
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Statement I is true: In ancient India, securing major trans-continental overland highways and
maritime channels (like the Uttarapatha, Dakshinapatha, and branches of the Silk Road) was
vital. Controlling these routes allowed empires to establish tolls, collect customs duties, protect
merchants, and accumulate immense wealth through transit trade.
Statement II is true: The Kushana Empire sat at the crossroads of China, Central Asia, India,
and the Roman Empire. By physically occupying territories along the Pamir Mountains and
North-Western India, they successfully dominated a major branch of the Silk Road. They issued
high-purity gold coins precisely to facilitate and profit from this booming, long-distance trade.

31. (a)
Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.


Explanation:

Assertion (A) is true: The Vedic Age (divided into the Early Vedic and Later Vedic periods) went
through a profound transformation in its societal setup.
Reason (R) is true: In the Early Vedic period, the Varna system was flexible and based on
occupation (karma). By the Later Vedic period, it became rigid and hereditary (janma).

R is the correct explanation of A because this exact transition of the Varna system from a fluid,
occupation-based division to a rigid, birth-based hierarchy is the central and defining element of how
the social structure evolved during that era.

32. (a)
Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.


Explanation:

Assertion (A) is true: The Vedic economic lifecycle distinctly transitioned from a predominantly
pastoral (cattle-rearing) economy in the Early Vedic period to a settled, agricultural-focused
economy in the Later Vedic period.
Reason (R) is false: The Rig Veda (which represents the Early Vedic period) overwhelmingly
focuses on pastoral life, with cattle (gau) being the main measure of wealth. Mentions of
advanced farming, heavy iron ploughs, and detailed agricultural seasons only became
prominent later, in the Later Vedic texts (like the Atharva Veda and Shatapatha Brahmana).

33. (a)
Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.


Explanation:

Assertion (A) is true: Unlike the simpler nature-worship of the Early Vedic period, religious
practices in the Later Vedic period became heavily ritualistic, expensive, and complex, requiring
specialized priests.
Reason (R) is true: Rigvedic nature gods like Indra and Agni lost their primary importance and
were replaced by deities like Prajapati (Brahma), Vishnu, and Rudra (Shiva). Massive, elaborate
sacrifices (yajnas or shrauta rituals) like Rajasuya, Ashvamedha, and Vajapeya became central to
religious life.

R is the correct explanation of A because the introduction of these new deities combined with the
mandate for massive, multi-day, elaborate yajnas is precisely what made the overall religious practices
more ritualistic and complex.

34. (a)
Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.


Explanation:

Assertion (A) is true: King Udayin shifted the Magadhan capital from Rajagriha to Pataliputra.
Reason (R) is true: Pataliputra was located at the confluence of major rivers (Ganga, Son,
Gandak), acting as a "water fort" ( Jaladurga) that controlled lucrative trade routes.

R is the correct explanation of A because this strategic and commercial advantage is exactly why the
capital was moved.

35. (a)
Both A and R are true and R is the correct explanation of A.


Explanation:

Assertion (A) is true: As established in our previous discussions, the Mauryan administration
was tightly centralized with a direct, top-down bureaucratic control centered in Pataliputra. The
Gupta administration, by contrast, was markedly less centralized and featured a more
decentralized, feudal layout.
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Reason (R) is true: The Guptas intentionally delegated considerable authority downwards.
Instead of managing every district through central bureaucrats, they relied heavily on local self-
government bodies. For example, contemporary inscriptions (such as the Damodarpur copper-
plate inscriptions) show that district and village administrations were run by local councils
(Adhistanadhikarana) that included prominent local merchants, artisans, scribes, and elders.

36. During the Kushana period, the strategic location at the crossroads of major trade routes, including the
Silk Road, significantly boosted long-distance trade with China and the Roman Empire. Merchants
leveraged this, exporting diverse goods and importing luxury items. In contrast, the Mauryan period
primarily focused on internal land routes like Uttarapatha and Dakshinapatha, indicating less emphasis
on extensive international overland connections due to their empire's geographical scope.

37. Magadha's dominance stemmed largely from its strategic geography and rich resources. Located in
present-day Bihar, it possessed fertile land for agriculture, supporting a large population and generating
surplus revenue. Crucially, it had rich iron mines, providing essential materials for weapons and tools,
strengthening its military and economy. Furthermore, important river routes facilitated trade and
transport, enhancing its political and economic power, enabling its eventual rise as a powerful
Mahajanapada.

38. After the Kalinga War, Ashoka shifted from a policy of conquest to one of welfare and moral governance
based on Dhamma. He introduced reforms promoting non-violence, religious tolerance, justice, and
public welfare. Officials known as Dhamma Mahamatras were appointed to spread ethical values,
reflecting a more compassionate and people-centered approach to administration.

39. The Gandhara and Mathura schools of art flourished during the Kushana period and were significant for
creating some of the earliest human representations of the Buddha. The Gandhara school showed
strong Greek and Roman influences, while the Mathura school reflected indigenous Indian styles.
Together, they enriched religious art and promoted the spread of Buddhist culture.

40. Guilds (shrenis) in ancient India served a dual role. Economically, they regulated trade and crafts by
maintaining quality standards, fixing prices, and organizing production. Socially, they supported
members by providing financial assistance, resolving disputes, offering training, and ensuring mutual
welfare. Thus, guilds promoted both economic stability and the well-being of their members.

41. Dhamma mahamatras were special officers appointed by Ashoka after the Kalinga War. Their role was
to spread moral values (Dhamma) among the populace and oversee the welfare of the people. This
initiative marked a shift in Mauryan administration towards a focus on ethical governance and public
well-being, complementing infrastructural developments like roads and hospitals.

42. During the Post-Gupta period, Indian metallurgy achieved remarkable precision in casting large-scale
icons, driven by religious patronage. Artisans perfected the cire perdue (lost-wax) technical process to
create structurally flawless copper and bronze sculptures.
The globally celebrated Sultanganj Buddha (a colossal, nearly 7.5-foot-tall pure copper statue) and
early medieval Chola bronzes, such as the dynamic Nataraja figures, stand as pinnacle examples of this
era's advanced casting, smoothing, and chemical-purification mastery.

43. In the early Vedic period, the Varna system was relatively flexible and based mainly on occupation and
merit. People could change their professions more easily. During the later Vedic period, it became rigid
and hereditary, with social status determined by birth. This change increased social divisions and
created a more hierarchical and stratified society.

44. During the later Vedic period, agriculture became the primary economic activity, supplemented by cattle
rearing, trade, and various crafts. A notable technological advancement was the widespread use of iron
tools and implements. Iron ploughs and axes improved farming efficiency, increased agricultural
production, and enabled the clearing of forests, contributing significantly to economic growth and
settlement expansion.

45. Guilds during the Mauryan period were formalized associations with regulatory power over crafts and
trade, acting as banks and consulted by the government. In the Post-Gupta period, while maintaining
influence, they became more regionally organized, particularly powerful in South India, with groups like
Ayyavole and Manigramam playing significant roles in trade and foreign connections, adapting to
political decentralization.
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46. During the Kushana period, wealth from trade led to the prosperity of cities and facilitated cultural
exchange, evident in coin imagery reflecting diverse deities. In the Post-Gupta period, particularly in
South India, wealthy merchant groups made significant donations to temples and religious institutions,
transforming these places into centers of economic activity. This illustrates how trade-generated wealth
supported and integrated with religious and social structures across both eras.

47. The Nagara style, prominent in North India, features tall, curved towers known as shikharas, often with a
curvilinear profile leading to a finial. In contrast, the Dravida style, common in South India, is
characterized by pyramid-shaped towers called vimanas, typically rising in stepped tiers. Dravida
temples are often enclosed within large courtyards, distinguishing them from their Northern
counterparts. These architectural styles reflect distinct regional aesthetic preferences and construction
techniques that evolved during the post-Gupta period.

48. The Gupta judicial system was effective yet simpler, with the king as the supreme authority. Courts
operated at various levels, following ancient Hindu legal texts and customs. A distinguishing feature was
the prevalence of fines as common punishments, with severe penalties being less frequent compared to
the Mauryan period, indicating a more lenient approach.

49. The Mauryan administration ensured effective governance through a centralized system where the king
held supreme authority. A council of ministers advised him, and the empire was divided into provinces,
districts, and villages, each managed by appointed officials. This hierarchical structure, detailed in texts
like the Arthashastra, facilitated law enforcement, tax collection, and efficient management of the
extensive territory.

50. The Gupta period saw significant advancements in mathematics and metallurgy. In mathematics, the
concept of zero and the decimal system were developed, while figures like Aryabhata calculated pi's
value and planetary motions. In metallurgy, engineering marvels like the rust-resistant Iron Pillar of
Delhi demonstrated advanced techniques in ironworking. These innovations laid foundational scientific
principles, influencing global mathematics and engineering for centuries.

51. The Vedas, especially the Rig Veda, are foundational literary sources for the Early Vedic Period, offering
detailed insights into religious beliefs, spiritual practices, and societal norms. Their oral transmission
before being written underscores their primary importance. For the Later Vedic Period, the Sama Veda,
Yajur Veda, and Atharva Veda, along with the Upanishads, significantly augment this understanding. The
Upanishads delve into philosophical questions about life and salvation, while the epics - Ramayana and
Mahabharata - provide extensive information about political, social, economic, and cultural conditions,
thereby enriching the historical reconstruction of both periods.

52. In the Early Vedic Period, tribal organizations were prominent, with kings (Rajans) selected based on
bravery and wisdom, holding both military and religious duties. Their power was balanced by assemblies
like the Sabha and Samiti, which provided counsel and could even remove an incompetent king. In
contrast, the Later Vedic Period saw the emergence of larger kingdoms where the king's position
became hereditary and absolute. Kings assumed titles like Samrat and Maharajadhiraja, claiming divine
representation. The Sabha and Samiti lost their critical oversight, becoming aristocratic bodies,
illustrating a shift towards a more centralized and less democratic political system.

53. Mauryan architecture masterfully fused technical brilliance with political ethics. The monolithic Ashokan
pillars, sculpted from single sandstone blocks with a mirror-like polish, showcased exceptional
engineering and anatomical realism. Functionally, these pillars and expansive stupas served as
permanent public mediums for statecraft. Inscribed with multilingual edicts, they bypassed militarism to
propagate Dhamma - mandating non-violence, religious tolerance, and civic welfare - thereby turning
monumental art into highly visible anchors of transparent, compassionate governance.

54. To maintain economic order, ancient governments implemented strict regulatory frameworks. Detailed
treatises like Kautilya’s Arthashastra reveal that states appointed market superintendents
(Panyadhyaksha) to standardize weights and measures, fix prices of essential goods, and cap profit
margins. Governments actively penalized hoarding, adulteration, and smuggling. By establishing state-
supervised marketplaces and deploying undercover inspectors, these empires curbed merchant cartels,
protected consumers from exploitation, and ensured fair transaction practices across regional trade
networks.
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55. During the Mauryan period, land revenue was the primary source of income, where farmers contributed
a portion of their agricultural produce as tax. The state also generated revenue from various other
sectors including trade, forest products, mining activities, and irrigation systems. To efficiently manage
these sources, specialized officers were appointed to accurately measure land and collect taxes.
Furthermore, the government meticulously maintained records of all income and expenditure, ensuring
organized financial administration.

56. The Post-Gupta period saw Hinduism become more organized with temple worship and popular
Puranas. Simultaneously, the Bhakti movement gained momentum in South India, emphasizing
personal devotion to God and equality among devotees. Buddhism continued to thrive in eastern India
under the Pala dynasty, while Jainism remained popular in western and southern regions. This vibrant
coexistence and exchange among faiths fostered a rich, diverse cultural landscape characterized by
mutual acceptance and interaction.

57. After the Kalinga War, Ashoka introduced the policy of Dhamma, emphasizing moral law and public
welfare. He appointed special officers, known as Dhamma mahamatras, whose role was to propagate
moral values throughout the empire and actively oversee the welfare of the populace. Ashoka's
administration also undertook significant public works projects, including the construction of roads,
hospitals, and rest houses, alongside planting trees along major highways to benefit travelers, thereby
directly contributing to the well-being of his subjects.

58. The Gandhara school was a Greco-Roman synthesis, carving realistic, muscular Buddhas out of grey
schist stone with wavy hair, heavy Roman drapery, and Apollo-like features. Conversely, the Mathura
school was entirely indigenous, utilizing spotted red sandstone. It focused on spiritual, joyous
representations rather than anatomical realism, depicting a shaven-headed, broad-shouldered Buddha
with tight robes. Furthermore, while Gandhara focused strictly on Buddhist themes, Mathura produced
secular art and imagery spanning Buddhism, Hinduism, and Jainism.

59. The discovery of monsoon winds by Hipparchus dramatically transformed ancient maritime logistics.
Mariners cleverly timed their voyages - sailing toward India with the southwest monsoon and returning
via the northeast winds - drastically reducing transit times across the Arabian Sea. This meteorological
mastery linked Rome, Aksum, India, and Southeast Asia into a vast oceanic highway. Beyond exchanging
spices and silks, these rapid routes acted as deep channels for cultural diffusion, seamlessly spreading
Buddhism, Hinduism, and artistic traditions across distant coastal civilizations.

60. Metallurgical advancements in the Post-Gupta period, including the production of high-quality steel and
iron, significantly influenced both trade and military capabilities. The creation of strong iron tools and
weapons enhanced military effectiveness. Additionally, Indian steel, notably wootz steel, gained
international fame and was exported, contributing to economic prosperity through global trade. This
technical knowledge showcased the period's advanced engineering and craftsmanship.

61. Do it yourself
62. Do it yourself
63. Do it yourself
64. Do it yourself
65. Do it yourself

a. 66. Land revenue was the main source of income for Magadha. Farmers paid a portion of their
agricultural produce as tax. Additional revenue was collected from trade, crafts, forests, and mineral
resources.

b. Pataliputra later became the capital of Magadha. Its location near important rivers and trade routes
made it strategically advantageous for administration, defence, and commerce.

c. Magadha became powerful because it possessed fertile agricultural land, rich iron deposits, and
important river routes. Combined with strong rulers, an efficient administration, and a capable army,
these advantages helped the kingdom expand and dominate neighbouring regions.

a. 67. Sanskrit was the dominant language during the Gupta period. It was widely used for literature,
philosophy, science, administration, and religious writings, leading to a rich body of classical works.

b. Aryabhata was one of the most famous scholars of the Gupta period. He made important
contributions to mathematics and astronomy, including work related to the decimal system and
planetary movements.
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c. The Gupta period is called the Golden Age because it witnessed extraordinary achievements in
literature, science, mathematics, art, architecture, education, and culture, supported by political
stability and economic prosperity.

a. 68. Ashoka's edicts mainly promoted moral values such as non-violence, tolerance, truthfulness,
compassion, and respect for all religions. They were intended to guide people towards ethical
behaviour.

b. The Ashokan Pillars are among the most famous examples of Mauryan architecture. The Lion Capital
of Sarnath is especially significant and later became India's National Emblem.

c. Knowledge developed through studies in administration, medicine, engineering, and agriculture,
while culture flourished through architecture, sculpture, religious tolerance, and the spread of ethical
teachings promoted by the Mauryan rulers.

a. 69. Ayyavole was one of the most important merchant guilds of South India. It organised commercial
activities, protected traders, and maintained links with domestic and overseas markets.

b. Maritime trade expanded significantly during the Post-Gupta period. Indian merchants used sea
routes to trade with Southeast Asia, China, and Arab countries, increasing commercial opportunities.

c. Guilds organised production, ensured quality, protected members, and promoted trade. Expanding
commercial networks increased wealth, encouraged craft industries, and strengthened regional
economies through domestic and international exchanges.

a. 70. The village, known as a grama, was the basic unit of Aryan settlement. Several families lived together
in a village and carried out activities such as farming, cattle rearing, and trade. Villages formed the
foundation of Early Vedic society.

b. One important assembly was the Sabha. It consisted of respected elders and influential members of
society. The Sabha advised the king on important matters and helped maintain balance in
governance by checking royal authority.

c. Women enjoyed considerable respect and freedom during the Early Vedic period. They received
education, participated in religious ceremonies, attended assemblies, and even composed hymns.
Their active involvement in social and intellectual life indicates that they held an important position in
society.

71. Early Vedic society was an egalitarian, kinship-based tribal structure organized around the patriarchal
family (Kula). It lacked rigid class or birth-based caste stratifications, allowing for high social mobility
within occupational groups.
Within this framework, women enjoyed a highly respectable and liberated status. They had full access to
education, underwent the Upanayana ceremony, and intellectual seers like Lopamudra even composed
Rigvedic hymns. Child marriage, Sati, and veiling were entirely non-existent; women married as mature
adults with agency in choosing spouses. Domestically, a wife was honored as Grahapatni, whose
presence was mandatory in religious rituals. Furthermore, women actively participated alongside men in
political and intellectual debates within tribal assemblies like the Sabha.

72. Guilds were associations of merchants, artisans, and craftsmen that played a crucial role in regulating
trade and crafts in ancient India. They organized production, maintained quality standards, fixed prices,
and ensured fair business practices among their members. Guilds also provided training to apprentices,
protected the interests of workers, and settled disputes related to trade and craftsmanship. Many guilds
accumulated wealth and acted as financial institutions by lending money and supporting religious and
public works. Their significance lay in promoting economic stability, encouraging specialization, and
facilitating the growth of commerce and industry. As a result, guilds became important institutions in the
economic and social life of ancient India.

73. A robust spy system, as implemented in the Mauryan administration, offered immediate benefits by
deterring corruption among officials and preventing rebellions, thereby maintaining internal security
and order across a vast empire. Direct reporting to the king ensured accountability and swift action
against dissent. However, its long-term implications could include the erosion of trust between the
populace and the state, fostering an environment of fear and suspicion. Constant surveillance might
stifle free expression and lead to a repressive regime, potentially breeding discontent that, if unchecked,
could lead to larger, more violent uprisings. While effective for control, it risked alienating the very
people it was meant to govern, limiting public participation in governance.
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74. State patronage decisively accelerated cultural and scientific advancement in both empires, yet through
completely different ideological lenses. Both dynasties heavily financed architecture, monumental
sculpture, and international religious propagation, while providing secure urban environments where
medicine (like Charaka's medical treatises under the Kushanas) could flourish.
However, their impacts differed fundamentally in scope and style. Mauryan patronage was strictly
centralized and state-driven; Ashoka used state revenues to enforce a uniform ethical code (Dhamma)
through monumental, monochromatic sandstone pillars. Conversely, Kushana patronage was highly
decentralized and cosmopolitan. They actively subsidized diverse local mints, funded multicultural
artistic synthesis like Greco-Buddhist Gandhara art, and backed the theological transition toward
Mahayana Buddhism, adapting state support to thrive on international Silk Road capitalism.

75. Ancient Indian guilds, or shrenis, operated as autonomous economic corporations. Structurally, they
were democratic yet hierarchical, led by an elected chief ( Jetthaka) and a small executive committee
enforcing their own legal code (shreni-dharma), which was recognized by the king. Functionally, these
associations regulated manufacturing by fixing prices, standardizing quality, and training apprentices.
Crucially, they also operated as banks, accepting public deposits, providing commercial loans, and
funding civic infrastructure like temples and charitable works.


