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CBSE Class 10 English Mijbil the Otter Summary

A Letter to God Summary in both english and hindi is available here. This article
starts with a discussion about the author and then explains the chapter in short
and detailed fashion. Ultimately, the article ends with some difficult words and
their meanings.

Mijbil the Otter — About the Author

Gavin Maxwell (15 July, 1914 — 7 September 1969) was a Scottish naturalist. He is
best known for his work with otters. Maxwell was born and brought up in a small
village near Port William in Scotland. He died due to cancer in 1969.

Short Summary of Mijbil the Otter

Gavin Maxwell lived in a cottage in Camusfearna, in the West Highlands in
Scotland. When Maxwell’s dog Jonnie died, he became very sad. Life without a pet
was quite lonely. When he visited Southern Iraq in 1959, he saw some Arab people
having otters as pets. He also thought of having an otter. He named the otter,
Mijbil. In the beginning, Mijbi was indifferent but he became quite intimate with
the narrator. He faced a problem to transport the otter from Basra to England.
Mijbil was packed in a box. Mijbil disappeared in the aeroplane when the box was
opened. The air hostess helped him to find out Mijbil. In London, Mijbil remained a
mystery for most people. They couldn’t recognise an otter. Some called Mijbil ‘a
seal’ and some called him ‘a squirrel’. Others called him ‘a beaver’ and ‘a bear cub'.
But the best question came from a labourer, “What is that supposed to be?” he
asked.

Summary of Mijbil the Otter in English

Gavin Maxwell lived in a cottage in Camusfearna, in the West Highlands in
Scotland. He was fond of keeping pets. After the death of his pet dog Jennie, he
was too sad to think of a dog again. The author was in Basra city of Iraq on a visit.
There, one of his friends presented him an otter. He took his otter to England
where he had a flat of his own. He had some interesting experiences during his air
journey from Basra to Paris and London.
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Early in 1956, Gavin Maxwell went to Southern Iraq. He decided to keep an otter as
a pet instead of a dog as the place, he was living in Camusfearna, was ringed by
water. The author’s friend suggested that he should get one from ‘The Tigris
Marshes' as there were plenty of otters there. They went to Basra to collect their
mail but the author’'s mail had not arrived. When his mail finally arrived, he went to
his room and found two Arabs there. They had brought an otter for him.

The otter which looked more like a dragon, completely changed his life. He was
covered with mud, which took months to shed.

The author named it Mijbil. Aloof at first, he soon started taking an interest in his
surroundings. He enjoyed playing with water in the bath tub.

Mijbil soon started answering to his name. He would play for hours with a rubber
ball. He would often lie on his back and juggle with small objects between his
paws.

The author feared how he would fly with Mijbil to England as the British Airlines
would not allow animals. Finally, he booked a flight to Paris and from there to
London. Mijbil had to travel in a box.

Mijbil was not used to that and tried to get out by tearing the inner lining. In the

process, he had cut himself badly and was covered with blood. The author had to
take him on the flight in that very way. He took air hostess in his confidence and

she advised him to keep Mijbil on his knee. Soon Mijbil disappeared from his box
and created a commotion in the plane as people thought it was a rat.

Mijbil and the author stayed in London for a month. Mijbil played for hours with
toys like ping-pong balls, marbles, rubber, fruits, etc. The author used to exercise
Mijbil on a lead outside. Mijbil would often take the author towards a primary
school and gallop on its outer wall, much to the amusement of the pupils and
distraction of the teacher. People wondered what kind of animal he was. Some
thought it was a seal, others a squirrel or walrus, a hippo, a leopard etc.

The author, however, awarded the highest marks to a labourer who stared at Mijbil
and demanded to know exactly what it supposed to be.

Conclusion of Mijbil the Otter

The story explains the bond of the author and his pet otter, and the series of
incidences happened during their journey to London.



Summary of Mijbil the Otter in Hindi
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Difficult Words and their Meanings

Otter = a kind of animal (3&fadma); ringed by = surrounded by (Q}Ifan§'3-1T); ata
stone’s throw = nearby (FSTcTeh); eminently = clearly (F9C); casually = non-
seriously @ -3 Tar A); marshes = wetlands (3NIT/EoTeon Sellehl); tamed = pet
(9Telc); cabled = sent a telegram (AR #on); breakdown = being out of order
(GRS §1eT); squatting = sitting on the haunches (353 8l




S&); squirmed = (TeolaT); Sack = a large bag (@RY); thraldom = being in the
control of (& AT H); fixation = strong attachment (a0

o[dT1d); emerged = came out (STg¥ 31T<T); spacious = big

(§137); resembled = looked like (2T ST THSIST); conceived = thought

@ram); dragon = monster (Gls1d/31o19R); Symmetrical = in symmetry (Teh
AR); pointed = sharp(cT@T); armour = shield (STel/aATd);

velvet = soft cloth (H@#); mole = an animal (HTol); previously =earlier(dgol);at
length =at last (3TT&R); christened = named (FATHHION); hostile = unfriendly (IR-
aIEara); aloof = alone (37helT); indifferent = callous (3&/d1+); Crook = bend
(#A13); apathy = lack of interest (&I T S#); wild with joy = greatly in joy (S§d
G g1+1); plunging = diving (ST #aTT=T); hippo = hippopotamus @&RITS

2N); characteristics = features (fa9an; bowl = a container (§cde); static = fixed
(FP2R); provoking = causing anger (arear feeT=); Disappearing = vanishing (T
gIT); corridor = verandah (SRTHST); fumbling= making awakened movement
(€eTeleT); chromium = a metal (GRIfATH); paws = front part of foot

(I<t); amazed = surprised (g317);

trickle = thin stream (IdelT &RT); chittering = a kind of sound (T Yeh T
3TaTa0); irritation = frustration (Ia32m); lead = string (3RN); shuffling = dragging
(@a=); soccer = football (gﬁ_sﬁlﬁ); dribble = take forwards (31T of

SI1eT); flick = quick movement (fTdT gXehd); juggles = plays with

(ToTT); pastime = hobby (2MR) ; Dreaded = feared (8T

oI3M); prospect = possibility (FFHTTT); transporting = taking (of

SITT); insisted = stressed (SR f&=m); packed = put into (#H 31T

fe&am); accustomed = habitual (3TTds); hurried = made haste (STear

$n); appalling = shocking (TXTd); spectacle = scene (G&R3); chinks = cracks
(@X); lid = cover (GFahaT); trickled = came in small quantities (3T FTAT & 37TN);

whipped off = quickly took off (STedl & @lel); exhausted = tired (¥

I141); blood-spattered = blood covered (@grr@ramcru); whimpered = cried softly
(Beh-Eodh JsTN); shreds = pieces (s); miserable = sad (3cTH); tore

through = drove fast (<l & &R Tels); ricocheting = changing direction (fe=mm
scele); infuriated = angry ({BQ—T #); retained = kept (3@T); profound = deep



(aredT); admiration = praise GIEDE gratitude = thankfulness (pdTdn); Ina

flash = very quickly (S STe<l &); squawks and shrieks = cries (W); screaming
out = crying (RIealT=); portly = fat (HICT); curry = a dish (T

Heaih); charming = attractive (37T9Ye); resumed = started again (T & 3IRFH
ha);

craning my neck = raising (ITGeT 381=1); distressed = troubled (ﬂ@'@l?r

#); bounded = jumped (%cT); nuzzle = rub gently with the nose GIEE:]
LTs4T); Eventful = full of events (EIE?-ITCJP‘F); ping-pong balls = table-tennis balls
(&fag-faT &1 31c); marbles = small glass balls (&d); terrapin shell = shell of a
small turtle (&1 H U I ehdd), native = one’s place of birth (S=#H-

M), engrossed = busy (cI¥d), damaged = broken (T §3—1T),‘ ata

slope = slanting (&elTeT dTell); dash = run (HTITT); ambush = to attack suddenly
(3TITeTeh §HeIT hIeT); crouching = keeping low (GSTehsTT); spring up = jump
(%c=n); grab = hold, catch (Jehse); precisely = exactly

(T); compulsive = instinctive (qqﬁ drell); rituals = ceremonies

(TTH); squarely = exactly (TehcH agn); upright = straight (&Tem);

railings = protecting fence (feiT);frontage = front side (31T3T &T #T9T); tug = pull
(Gia=n); gallop = run (HT3TT); distraction = diversion (T

dcolaln); Variety = newness (s73T9+1/fafatran); badger = an animal (T& YRR ST
SIle1dY); mongoose = an animal (7geIn); weasel = a kind of animal (T&

STed); stoat = a kind of animal (Teh STddY) mink = an animal (Tsh

Sile1dX); barrage = flood (§1¢); conjectural = based on guess

(371 #AT=T); sprayed = threw (%ehaTT); random = casual (IR-

ITFHN); guesses = interferences (34?!}!‘!3); seal = an animal (T

SIle1dY); walrus = an animal (Teh SIT1dX); giggles = laughs (@9<T); beaver = an
animal (Teh SITe1aX); leopard = a wild animal (?i§3ﬂ); apparently = clearly
(¥95); brontosaur = a prehistoric now extant (g ofc

Sile1dY); awarded = gave out (&=T); stare = look fixedly (Tehceh

¢@sTn); affront = insult (3T9ATA F=); abreast = side by side (TTY-

H1Y); spat . threw the spittle (YehaT); glared = stare(gI=1N); growled = grumbled
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