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CBSE Class 10 English Poem Fire and Ice Summary

Fire and Ice summary in both english and hindi is available here. This article starts with a
discussion about the author and then explains the chapter in short and detailed fashion.
Ultimately, the article ends with some difficult words and their meanings.

Fire and Ice — About the Author

Robert Frost was a famous American poet. He was born in San Francisco on March 26, 1874.
His father belonged to New England, and his mother was a Scottish immigrant from
Edinburgh. By the 1920s, Frost was the most celebrated poet in America. His poetical works
‘A Boy’'s Will" (1913), ‘North of Boston’ (1914), 'New Hampshire' (1923), ‘A Further Range’
(1936) ‘Steeple Bush’ (1947) and ‘In the Clearing’ (1962) increased his fame and honour. The
poem ‘Dust of Snow’ was published in ‘New Hampshire' in 1923. This collection gave him the
Pulitzer Prize.

Short Summary of Fire and Ice

'Fire and Ice’, is an extremely compact little lyric. Not a syllable is wasted. The theme of the
poem is the age-old question. The question is whether the world will end in fire or in ice. The
poet decides that any of the two options would achieve its purpose sufficiently well. The
poet shares the common belief that everything that exists will have its end too. People are
divided on this issue. Some think that the natural element of fire will cause the destruction of
this world.

Others believe that ice will be the cause of the end. Putting in terms of human emotions, the
element of ‘fire’ stands for passions, desires, and love. Unbridled passions and desires can
cause the end of the world. The poet has experienced both these emotions. It doesn't matter
how the world will end. Even hate born out of cold and icy reason is sufficient to cause
destruction and the end of the world.

Summary of Fire and Ice in English

The poet is very much sure of the destruction of humanity on someday. He is talking about
the two different beliefs regarding the end of this world. These are on the basis of the
sayings of the people. The poet says that he is in favour of those people who say this world
will end in fire. This is because he has seen the effect and result of uncontrolled and
unending desires over the life of human beings. He finds that human evil desires are similar
to the fire in its nature. So this fire may become a big reason to destroy humankind and this
world too.
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On the other hand, the second belief in this regard says that ice is also sufficient for
destroying this world. Here the poet compares the nature of ice with hatred feelings of
humans with the other humans. As ice can make the body numb with its prolonged contact,
similarly hatred can also give the numbness to our mind and thoughts. And hence it can
make us insensitive and cruel. Such cruelty towards humanity will be more responsible for
the destruction of the world compared to the desire.

The speaker brings us all into the middle of the argument between two different categories

of the people. One who thinks that the world will come to a fiery end and other people who
think the world will freeze resulting to the end. Poet is possibly talking about the literal end

of the world. But he is also talking about the power that human beings have to destroy each
other.

The poet experiences the romantic desire that he has taught the passion for emotions like
love and lust. These will probably have the power to turn the earth into a big fireball. But he
has also experienced the other extreme side. This is about colder emotions like hate which
have great destructive power. It is a common fact that love gets all the publicity, whereas
hate is the silent killer. It may not have the same effect as the fireball ending, but it will do
the trick.

Conclusion of Fire and Ice

The poem is revolving around the theme that human emotions are destructive, and has two
possible forms.

Summary of Fire and Ice in Hindi
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Difficult Words and their Meanings

Some — some people, End in fire — in the end, this world will end in a fireball, In ice

— this world will freeze and ice will cause the end of this world, From what | have tasted
— (here) from my experience, Tasted of desire — experienced passions and desires in
love, Hold with those — stand with those, support those persons, Who favour fire

— those who believe that this world will end



