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CBSE Class 10 English Poem The Ball Poem Summary

The Ball Poem summary in both english and hindi is available here. This article starts
with a discussion about the author and then explains the chapter in short and
detailed fashion. Ultimately, the article ends with some difficult words and their
meanings.

The Ball Poem — About the Author

John Allyn Mc. Alphin Berryman was an American poet and scholar. He was born on
25 October 1914 in McAlester, Oklah in the United States of America. He was
married to Kate Donahue in 1961. He was educated at Clare College, Columbia
University. The Dream Songs’, Songs ‘77 Dream Songs’ and '‘Berryman’s
Shakespeare’ are some of his famous works. He was awarded a Pulitzer prize for
poetry in 1969. He died on 7 January 1972.

Short Summary of The Ball Poem

The Ball Poem summary is for students of class 10 English. Its poet John Berryman is
beautifully describing a boy who has lost his ball. He gave a lesson that is full of
wisdom through the loss of everyone, must learn to bear the pain associated with
loss. The poet assumes a boy who is playing with a ball. Once the ball bounces out
of his control and consequently falls into the water. The boy became sad. The poet
feels that no other ball will be sufficient to lessen his sadness. Here, the lost ball
stands for the general loss of a human being.

The losses may be the loss of personal possession or the death of some near and
dear one or due to the separation from the beloved one. As long as there is life,
everyone has to bear many types of losses. Therefore we need to learn the way for
bearing those losses.

Summary of The Ball Poem in English

The poem is about a little boy. He loses his ball and watches it bouncing down the
street into the water. To us, the loss of ball is of minor consequence but to the little
boy, it was a valued possession. The ball had been with him for a long time and it
was linked to the memories of the days when he played with it.

The boy is very much troubled at the loss of his ball and plunges into grief. He
stands stiff and trembling while staring at his ball. He is upset as he looks into the
gloomy water because it has been with him for a long time. When the ball bounces
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into the water, all his memories of the childhood days flashes in front of him.
Moreover the poet doesn’t offer him money to buy another ball because that would
be worthless.

The boy cannot find his ball in the gloomy water. This is when he gets his first sense
of responsibility. The poet suggests that from the loss of the ball, the boy is learning
what it means to lose something in the world of possessions, where he will lose
things, he will buy some more to replace the ones lost, but would never be able to
buy back the thing that he had lost. The poet, thus, makes the boy understand
about his responsibility as the loss is immaterial. Money is external as it cannot buy
memories, nor can it replace the things that we love, the things that really matter.

The poet suggests that from the loss of the ball, the boy is learning how to stand up
in a world of possessions. The boy is learning what it means to lose something. The
poet says that knowing that every man has to stand up after such losses, the boy
too will learn how to stand up and leave the losses behind as he would have
understood the true meaning and nature of loss.

Summary of The Ball Poem in Hindi
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