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CBSE Class 10 English Poem The Tale of Custard the Dragon
Summary

The Tale of Custard the Dragon summary in both english and hindi is available here.
This article starts with a discussion about the author and then explains the chapter
in short and detailed fashion. Ultimately, the article ends with some difficult words
and their meanings.

The Tale of Custard the Dragon — About the Author

Ogden Nash was born on 19 August 1902 in New York. He worked as a school
teacher before becoming a copywriter. Nash's first poems were published in ‘New
Yorker' in 1930. His first collection of poems entitled ‘Hard Lines’ was published in
1931. 'The Boy Who Laughed at Santa Claus’ (1957) and ‘Girls are Silly’ (1962) are
among his famous books. Nash is perhaps best remembered for his ‘non-sense
poetry’. Nash died on 19 May 1971.

Short Summary of The Tale of Custard the Dragon

This article is presenting the tale of custard the dragon summary in an easy way.
Frederic Ogden Nash is the poet. This poem is a fantasy in verse about Belinda, who
lives alone in her house with her four pets. These are a little kitten Ink, a grey
coloured mouse Blink, a little yellow-coloured dog Mustard and a dragon Custard.
All the people of the house pride themselves on their fearlessness and bravery. They
believe the games, and they look down upon poor Custard for his timidity.

One day when a pirate arrives, only Custard is ready with a ferocious response at
that moment. He gobbles the pirate up and shows his friends about bravery. After
the danger is past, all again begins to boast about their courage. Custard agreed
that everyone is brave more than him. But now everyone is knowing the fact as who
is brave and who is a coward.

Summary of The Tale of Custard the Dragon in English

In the beginning stanza of the poem, the characters of the poem are introduced.
They are: Belinda, who lived in a little white house with her pets and a wagon. Her
pets include a black kitten, a little grey mouse, a little yellow dog and a little dragon.

Belinda called her little black kitten as Ink and her little grey mouse was called Blink.
The colour of the dog was as sharp and yellow as mustard. Her dragon was called
Custard. He was not brave like other pets but a coward.
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This stanza describes all the members of the house. Belinda as brave as many bears
combined together into one. Ink and Blink had the power to chase away someone
as strong as a lion. Belinda's dog’s bravery is compared to that of a tiger. But
Custard was just opposite to his physical appearance. He was not at all brave, but he
always looked for a nice safe cage.

Belinda tickled the dragon quite cruelly to make it laugh. The dragon was named
Percival by Ink, Blink and Mustard. Seeing the dragon, react to the tickling, made all
of them laugh and they laughed sitting in the wagon at the cowardly dragon.

Belinda laughed a lot at the dragon. She laughed so loudly that it appeared that the
house was shaking due to her laughter. Blink, the mouse said, "Week’ which is the
giggling sound of the mouse. Ink and Mustard asked the dragon’s age to make fun
of him as he always behaved like a kid. But Custard the dragon only wanted a nice
safe cage for himself.

When all the members were busy making fun of Custard, suddenly there came an
unpleasant sound from the house. Mustard, the dog growled and looked around it
for the sound. Ink cried ‘Meowch’ and Belinda cried ‘Ooh’ when they all saw a pirate,
climbing the window of the house to rob it.

The pirate looked very dangerous as he was carrying many weapons with him. He
had pistol in both his hands. He also held a sharp blade between his teeth. He had
black beard and a wooden leg. His looks and gesture made it quite clear that he
meant to harm the house and the people living in it.

When Belinda looked at the pirate, she turned pale with fear and cried loudly for
help. All her brave pets fled from the place. Mustard cried and ran away. Ink silently
went to the bottom of the house and Blink very smartly disappeared in a mouse
hole, leaving Belinda all alone.

When all the pets hid themselves, it was the coward dragon, Custard, who came to
their rescue. He jumped in front of the pirate and made huge sounds like an engine,
in anger. He moved his tail and made clattering sounds like an iron rod striking the
walls of a prison in a dungeon. Making all these dangerous sounds, he followed the
pirate like a robin who follows a worm to eat it.

The pirate was shocked to see Belinda’s dragon. He gaped at him and drank some
wine from a bottle that he carried in his pocket. The pirate then took out his pistol
and fired two bullets at Custard. But he failed to hit him and Custard was unharmed.
Then Custard swallowed the whole of the pirate, without leaving any trace of him.

Everyone was surprised to see Custard eating the pirate. There was joy all over the
house. Belinda embraced him to express her gratitude for saving everyone. Mustard
licked the dragon to show his love. Everyone celebrated the death of the pirate.



They were all happy. Ink and Blink started dancing around the dragon out of
happiness.

After the pirate incident, it was quite clear who was brave and who was coward. But,
Mustard gave an excuse for his cowardice and said that he would have been twice
as brave as Custard if he had not got nervous; when the pirate came. Ink and Blink
said that they would have been thrice as brave as the dragon. They started giving
excuses for their running away. The humble dragon accepted that he was the most
coward and everyone was braver than him.

Belinda still lives in her little white house with her pets and a wagon. Her pets
include a black kitten, a little grey mouse, a little yellow dog and a little dragon.

Belinda is as brave as many bears combined together into one. Ink and Blink had
the power to chase away someone as strong as a lion. Belinda’s dog’s bravery is
compared to that of a tiger. But Custard is still just opposite to his physical
appearance. He is not at all brave, but he always looked for a nice safe cage.

Summary of The Tale of Custard the Dragon in Hindi
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