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CBSE Class 10 English Poem The Trees Summary

The Trees summary in both english and hindi is available here. This article starts with a
discussion about the author and then explains the chapter in short and detailed fashion.
Ultimately, the article ends with some difficult words and their meanings.

The Trees — About the Author

Adrienne Rich was an American poet, essayist and feminist. She was born on 16 May 1929
and died at the age of 82 on 27 March 2012. ‘Of Woman Born’ On Lies, Secrets & Silence
and ‘When We Dead Awaken’, are some of her famous works. In 1971, she was awarded the
Shelley Memorial Award from the Poetry Society of America.

Short Summary of The Trees

This is a poem about decorative plants. These plants are grown in houses for beautification.
These grow in small pots and pans. They have taken the place of large forest trees which
have been cut by human beings. This poem presents the picture of harm to nature by
human beings by their actions.

Summary of The Trees in English

The poet observes that the trees in his house are moving outside into the forest which has
been empty for a long time. It is important to understand that the trees are not actually
moving, but it has been used as an imagery by the poet to show the destroyed forests and
the false nature that humans have tried to keep in their houses. Since the forest outside was
empty, no birds could sit on the branches of trees, no insects could hide in the trees and
sunlight could never disappear under the shadows of the trees. The speaker feels that the
empty forest will be full of trees by the next morning.

It seems like the trees work silently in the night in order to complete their mission of getting
free from the boundaries of the house. Therefore, they work all night to free themselves
through the cracks on the Verenda floor. The leaves of the trees try very hard to put a lot of
pressure on the glass so that they could break it. The small twigs have become very hard due
to applying so much pressure to free themselves. The large branches of the trees try to move
slowly from there and look like newly discharged patients from a hospital, who become half-
shocked on coming to the outside world.

The poet sits in her house, writing long letters, with the doors of house opening to the
Veranda. She mentions in her letters about the trees that are moving out to the empty
forest. It is a full moon night where the moon is shining in the open sky and the night is very
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fresh. The poet smells the leaves and lichens coming from the trees that reach her like a
voice.

The poet listens to the sounds coming from the leaves and lichens of the trees. These sounds
will not be there in the morning as the trees will move out to the forest in the night and will
not be in the house by morning. Now, the poet can hear the glass breaking due to the
efforts of the twigs. The trees hurry outside stumbling on each other. As the trees go in the
open, it seems like the wind is moving fast towards them to meet them. The trees are so tall
that they have the moon into pieces like a broken mirror. The moon sits like the crowns on
the head of the tall oak tree.

Summary of The Trees in Hindi
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