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CBSE Class 10 English The Sermon at Benares Summary

The Sermon at Benares Summary in both english and hindi is available here. This
article starts with a discussion about the author and then explains the chapter in
short and detailed fashion. Ultimately, the article ends with some difficult words and
their meanings.

The Sermon at Benares — About the Author

Betty Renstaw'’s was an American writer. She was born in October. 2, 1921 in the
Renstaw family. She died on April 30, 1999, at the age of 77.

Short Summary of The Sermon at Benares

‘Sermon At Benares' is the story of an unfortunate woman Kisa Gotami. She had lost
her only one. In her grief, she carried the dead body of her son from one place to
another. In the end, she came to Lord Buddha. She needed the medicine that could
cure her son. The Buddha asked her to bring him a handful of mustard seeds from a
house where no one had lost a child, husband, parent or friend. Kisa Gotami didn’t
find a house where some beloved one had not died in it. She thought to herself that
it was the fate of mankind. Death was inevitable. Nobody can avoid dying. The
world is afflicted with death and decay. The wise don’t grieve. 'He who has
overcome all soon will become free from sorrow, and be blessed.

Summary of The Sermon at Benares in English

Gautama Buddha was born in a North Indian royal family. He was born as a prince.
Moreover, his childhood name was Siddhartha Gautama. He was sent to a faraway
place to study Hindu sacred scriptures at the age of twelve. Then, upon returning
after four years, he got married to a princess.

Soon, they both were blessed with a son. Then, they continued to live the royal life
for about ten years. The Royals were shielded from the unpleasant experiences of
the world.

However, one day, on his way to hunt, the Prince met a sick man, an aged man, a
funeral procession and a monk who was begging for. Such experiences acted as an
eye-opener for him Hence, he left all the royalty behind to seek a higher sense of
spiritual knowledge.
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Then, when he attained salvation, he began preaching. His first sermon given in the
city of Benares. There was a lady whose name was Kisa Gotami whose son has died.
She was suffering from unending pain. Thus, she went from house to house looking
for medicine to make her son alive. People thought that the lady has lost her senses.

However, one day, she met a man who directed her towards Lord Buddha. He felt
that Buddha could possibly have a solution for her problem. Then, Buddha asked
her to look for mustard seeds and the seeds must be procured from a house where
there had been no death. Filled with hope, Kisa Gotami once again went on a search
from house to house but she could not find mustard seeds from a house according
to Buddha's condition.

Thus, she was disheartened and sat at the edge of the road where she realised how
selfish she had been. She realised the fact that men are mortal. Also, no one could
escape the cycle of life. This was the only fact that Buddha wanted her to
understand.

According to Lord Buddha, feelings of grief and sorrow increases man’s pain and
suffering. It serves no other purpose. Moreover, it deteriorates the health. Thus, a
wise person who is fully aware of nature’s functioning must not grieve at something
bound to happen. This is the only way in which he can be happy and blessed.

Conclusion of The Sermon at Benares

The first sermon of Lord Buddha at Benares was the holiest. It ended the suffering of
a lady who had lost her son. She accepted the truth and thus freed from pain.

Summary of The Sermon at Benares in Hindi
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Difficult Words and their Meanings

Sacred = pious (Ad9); sculptures = religious books (& Clj—_d?) befitted =
suited (3T &T); royalty = kingly family (2T&r IRAR); heretofore = till then (@
d); shielded = protected (J&TT $n); chanced-upon = saw by chance GRIEIES]

¢@n); funeral procession = procession of a dead body for cremation (21 -

IrET); monk= mendicant (ff1&]); alms = beggings (fA&T)|; enlightenment = spiritual
knowledge (3Te&aTicae 3TeT); witnessed = saw (G&T) ; vowed = swore (FTH TTS)
Preached = gave sermons (39¢.2T f&am);

sermon = preaching (39¢2N); dipping /paces=place where people take bath (Fg
o TUTA); preserved = protected (Y& F1); reflects = shows ([G@T=N)inscrutable =
mysterious (I&&T ‘{F\U‘r); at length = in the end (31T #); physician = doctor

(3TeFe); repaired=(here) went (373T); mustard-seed = an oil seed (@ThT); procure =
get (9TCd h{a); grief = sorrow (g:ED; weary = tired (I 31%); hopeless = in despair
Q) #); flickered up = shone (dH); extinguished = put out CEl

I1T); desolation = deep sorrow (g1 q:); immortality = deathlessness

(377Xca); surrendered = submitted (81X HATeT ST /GHIUT hisTT); mortals = human
beings (72aX)



Earthen vessels = pot made of baked clay (fFEET T §cisT); potter = one who makes
pots (FER); overcome = controlled by (frafad g11); depart = go away (el
SIT=); kinsmen = relatives (R2dGR); mark = look (G&=T); lamenting = grieving
(3THART H=); slaughter = killing (@ $=T); afflicted with = affected by (fIf3d
gleN); decay = rotting/degeneration (ITeld /IdsT g11T); pale = yellow

(dYeln); composed = controlled (2Te); blessed = the one who gets blessing (o

3mefaTe fAerah



